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Look down, look down, 
don’t look ‘em in the 

eye.
 These lyrics echoed 
throughout the audito-
rium March 20 to start 
off opening night of the 
Drama Club’s production 
of Les Misèrables. There 
was much anticipation for 
the club and the stu-
dent body regarding the 
well-known musical, and 
opening night proved to 
be a success.
 “Opening night’s 
always magical. It’s my 
favorite show of the 
whole run. The audi-
ence was fantastic. The 
audience was so happy 
to be out because of 
the snow. And just to 
hear their gasps, to hear 
them crying, you know 
when Eponine died. 
I heard crying when 
Gavroche died. I heard 
crying in the audience,” 
Mrs. Malek said. “Friday 
night was possibly our 
biggest crowd ever, and 
there were absolutely no 
disturbances. I saw very 
few cell phones out. I 
mean, just watching the 
audience be that into the 
show was very gratifying 
and very humbling.”
 This particular show 
started as a novel written 
by Victor Hugo in 1862. 
It was then adapted for 
film in 1935. After the 
first film version hit the 
big screen, the Broad-
way production followed, 
which was just brought 
back to the stage in 
March 2014. Because 
the show is currently 

running on Broadway, 
the Drama Club had 
some difficulty getting 
the rights for it, and this 
was a show Mrs. Malek 
had never anticipated on 
producing.
 “I’ve said at least a 
dozen times I would 
never do this show, but 
when you end up with 
the numbers of students 
we had and the type 
of specific talent in this 
show that we had, you 
know, we said, ‘go for it,’” 
Mrs. Malek said.
 The club performed 
the show regardless of 
doubts and reservations 
about the singing and 
vastness of the musical. 
Mrs. Malek, Mrs. Amy 
Babcock, stage man-

ager, and all of the other 
adults involved with the 
show came up with a 
clever way to announce 
to the school what show 
the club would be per-
forming. 
 Over the announce-
ments one morning in 
October, Mrs. Malek 
told everyone in Drama 
Club to write down these 
numbers as a clue to 
what the play would be: 
24601.
 “Well, we hadn’t 
planned on announcing 
[the show] then. I had an-
nounced it to a few peo-
ple from other schools, 
other directors, to make 
sure that we were the 
only ones doing it, and 
somehow it got leaked to 

the community because 
my grandmother called 
me and said, ‘I heard 
you’re doing Les Mis,’ 
and she lives in Ashland,” 
Mrs. Malek said. “And I 
thought, ‘Well if Ashland 
already knows, then I 
better announce it to 
the students before they 
hear from someone else.’ 
But, we brainstormed. 
We said, ‘How can we do 
this? How can we, you 
know, sort of play it cool 
and play it sneaky?’ And 
this just popped up.”
 After the announce-
ment, the club got right 
to long hours of practice, 
and some days, the club 
came into the school on 

Junior advances 
in Shakespeare 
competition

Life Skills program 
benefits high school 
seniors

John S. Clarke 
holds second 
annual Bingo Night 

I still can’t believe this 
happened. I am super 

excited and cannot wait 
to start,” senior Michaela 
Zanis said.
 Zanis, a senior at 
Pottsville Area High 
School, was granted the 
privilege of interning in 
Senator Dave Argall’s 
Mahanoy City office this 
summer. 
 Zanis was awarded 
this opportunity after 
speaking with the sena-
tor while on a field trip 
to Harrisburg earlier this 
school year. 
  During a Q&A session 
between the senator and 
the students upon ar-
rival, Zanis asked Argall 
what his opinion on 
juvenile life sentences 
is, considering Pennsyl-
vania has the highest 
number in the U.S. 
  She told the sena-
tor that she wrote a 
research paper on the 
topic, and he told her to 
email him the paper be-
cause he was unaware 
of the issue. 
 Senator Argall shared 
her report with the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. 
The committee admired 
her diligence on the 
research and the impor-
tance of the topic. 
 Eventually, Senator 
Argall’s intern got in 
touch with Zanis and of-
fered her a paid summer 
internship.  
 “I was ecstatic when 
I got the email from his 
secretary over Christ-
mas break; I said yes 
immediately,” Zanis 
said.  

  
PAHS student working 
for senator

SEE Drama, page 6

PERFORM — Juniors Taylor Brigade (Marius) and Sara Leibel (Cosette) sing a duet together 
in the high school’s production of Les Misèrables. Members of the cast spent numerous 
hours practicing, and each participant prepared in a different way. “[I prepared for the role 
of Cosette by] seeing Les Misèrables on Broadway. I also [prepared by] watching different 
productions. I saw that Cosette was a very shy, calm character. I realized that I wanted her 
to be more excited and bubbly. After all, she did just meet the love of her life,” Leibel said.

Photo By Kali Baldwin
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Governor Wolf gives speech at D.H.H. Lengel
By: Alex Disabella

PAHS Senior

I think we’re going to do 
great things, especially 

for education, and the 
reason I’m here today 
is because I think that 
we have some special 
work to do on education,” 
Governor Tom Wolf said.
 February 12, Governor 
Wolf entered through 
the Martz Hall doors to a 
crowd of school officials, 
news crews and young 
reporters from D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School.
 When the governor first 
arrived, he made a stop 
in Mrs. Amy Digris’ fifth 
grade class. He talked 
with some of the students 
about the projects they 
just completed on differ-
ent animal species.
 Then, he spent some 
time in the computer 
lab with Mr. Jonathan 
Hughes’ class. The 
classroom is equipped 
with a 3D printer; some of 
the students have already 
made projects using the 
printer.
 “We’re building custom 
cell phone cases. So this 
was a sample that we 
had made and a student 

put his name on it and 
designed a case. We’re 
going to have a fund-
raiser where the students 
that are here for the 3D 
printing club, they’re go-
ing to work on designing 
custom cases to raise 
money,” Mr. Hughes 
said. “Right now they’re 
working on the comput-
ers over here on actually 
customizing hall passes 
for different teachers. 
That’s what they’re work-
ing on right now with a 
program called Sketch-
up. They do 3D modeling 
on the computer, and 
then we can take that file 
and convert it to some-
thing we can actually 
print and make, and de-
pending on how long the 
design takes, from the 
idea to an actual product 
in your hand, it’s a matter 
of a couple hours,” Mr. 
Hughes said. 
 Mr. Hughes showed 
the governor seventh 
grader Caleb Reedy’s 
phone case, and after 
talking to him for a bit, he 
asked him what his plans 
for the future were, like 
what he wanted to study.
 “I want to be an astro-
naut,” Reedy said. 

 After taking a tour of 
some of the classrooms, 
Governor Wolf gave a 
press conference on 
his Education Reinvest-
ment Act. Wolf had just 
proposed his bill the day 
before the press confer-
ence. Governor Wolf’s 
plan is to tap into the 
natural gas industry in 
Pennsylvania.
 “We have an op-
portunity with what we 
have in terms of natural 
gas. We’re on top of the 
richest, arguably, source 
of natural gas almost in 
the world, and we can 
do great things with this. 
And if we do this right, 
and have a very healthy 
natural gas industry in 
Pennsylvania, we put a 
modest tax on it, we can 
actually use that to fund 
our schools and do some 
great things for educa-
tion,” Governor Wolf said.
 Governor Wolf’s plan is 
to have a 5% severance 
tax on natural gas, plus 
4.7 cents per thousand 
cubic feet of natural gas 
used. 
 A severance tax is a 
tax that is put on non-
renewable resources, 
like natural gas, and it is 
charged to producers and 
anyone with a working or 
royalty interest in oil or 
gas in the state. 
 In simpler terms, the 
consumers of natural gas 
will be getting taxed 5% 
on natural gas.
 “This is exactly what 
West Virginia is pro-
posing. The difference 
between [West Virginia] 
and Pennsylvania is that 
I think in West Virginia 
they also have local 
taxes that go into the gas 
industry. We don’t have 
that here. This would be 
all we have,” Governor 
Wolf said. “I want this to 
be something that makes 
Pennsylvania partners 
with the gas industry. We 
need to make it work. We 
want to make it work re-
sponsibly. We also want 
to make it part of what we 
think, what I think, is the 

solution to our future, and 
that is to have a strong 
education system.”
 After Governor Wolf 
gave his speech about 
his plan for the educa-
tion system, the floor was 
open for questioning. 
 One news station 
asked the governor 
what kind of message 
he would like to send to 
those in the natural gas 
industry.
 “I think they should be 
thrilled about my mes-
sage. I think [a severance 
tax is] a good thing for 
the gas industry because 
all of us are going to 
want the gas industry to 
succeed,” Governor Wolf 
said. 
 After a photo shoot, 
senior Rachel Salata was 
able to ask the governor 
a question about his take 
on standardized testing 
in regard to how many 
tests students have to 
take and the overall cost 
of them.
 “I have a couple opin-
ions. I think accountability 
is important. I think one 
way we can get some 
accountability is through 

occasional tests. I think 
they’re taking it too far, 
that we’re teaching to the 
test, that we’re spend-
ing too much time taking 
tests, the area to take 
tests and taking them at 
the wrong time,” Gover-
nor Wolf said. 
 Governor Wolf’s Edu-
cation Reinvestment Act 
estimates that a billion 
dollars will be given back 
to the schools because of 
the severance tax. Wolf 
ended with why he is 
supporting this bill.
 “We need to get 
Pennsylvania back on 
track. We need a stronger 
economy, and that starts 
with good education for 
all of our citizens so that 
they have the skills we 
need them to have to 
take the good jobs, to 
create the good business-
es, to make this economy 
the strongest we know it 
could be,” Governor Wolf 
said. “So it starts with a 
good education system, 
and then requires, at the 
very least, a good stream 
of funding, and that’s why 
I’m supporting the Educa-
tion Reinvestment Act.”
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ANNOUNCE — February 12, Governor Tom Wolf visited D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School to give a press conference on his Edu-
cation Reinvestment Act, which he had proposed a day before 
giving the speech. Governor Wolf visited a few of the class-
rooms and even answered questions from local news stations 
regarding some of the aspects of his plan. “I’ve been concerned 
throughout the campaign with the inadequacy, in my mind, of 
funding public education. We can argue over what is adequate 
funding, what is inadequate funding, and I think we can all agree 
that funding is not [in] sufficient condition,” Governor Wolf said.

Photo By Corey SChuSter

SPEAK — Governor Tom Wolf visited Mrs. Amy Digris’ class-
room February 12 when he came to D.H.H. Lengel Middle School 
to give his speech on his Education Reinvestment Act. While in 
the classroom, Governor Wolf was able to interact with some of 
the students. Some of the students got to show Governor Wolf 
their projects on different species of amphibians.
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

 With the close of the 2014-2015 school 
term quickly approaching, students and 
their families begin planning activities for 
the summer months. We are blessed here 
in Schuylkill County to have a number of 
different places to visit or activities to do to 
keep the summer months fun. Our proxim-
ity to cities such as Philadelphia, New York 
and Washington D. C. also opens up many 
other avenues for fun summer activities.
 I know our students say, “There isn’t 
anything to do around here!” That couldn’t 

be further from the truth. All one has to do is go to the Schuylkill County 
Visitors Bureau web site (www.schuylkill.org) and a plethora of activities 
can be found. 
 For those interested in art, places to visit include the Arts Barn and 
Walk In Art Center in Schuylkill Haven and Mud and Maker in downtown 
Pottsville. For history buffs, the Schuylkill County Historical Society in 
Pottsville has all kinds of historical artifacts and displays from all over the 
county. For car enthusiasts, there is Jerry’s Classic Cars and Collectibles 
Museum in Pottsville, which plays an integral part of the annual car cruise 
in town in August each year. 
 For sports fans, we have the Barefield Complex, which offers basketball 
leagues during the summer and numerous other picnic and sports op-
portunities right in Pottsville. Or students can play a round of golf at Hidden 
Valley Golf Course, our high school golf team’s home course, or bowl a few 
games at Strike Zone Alley. We are also close in proximity to check out 
minor league baseball games in Reading or Scranton. 
 Sweet Arrow Lake in Pine Grove has become a popular attraction over 

Dear Members of the Community,
the last several years. A stroll in the park or some fishing is always a great 
way to spend a summer day. Of course, let’s not forget the many trips to Rita’s 
Italian Ice or to Heisler’s.
 I also want to make families of elementary students aware that we are 
planning to have the JSC Library open five Wednesdays in the summer and 
have four of the days focused around a theme.
 
June 10, 2015, Day 1 – Sign-up for activities and borrow books
June 24, 2015, Day 2 – Camping Fun Day featuring reading and a music per-
son teaching camping songs and activities
July 8, 2015, Day 3 – Learning about the Coral Reef
July 22, 2015, Day 4 – Pottery project with Mud and Maker
July 29, 2015, Day 5 – How to Make Ice Cream with Yuengling Ice Cream 
(along with free samples!)
 
 We are encouraging parent participation, the use of the library and reading 
throughout the summer.  Each of the theme days will have a guest demonstra-
tor or speaker.
 Take the time to enjoy these and the many other opportunities that await 
your family this summer. You, and your children, will benefit tremendously. 
Have a happy, safe and fun-filled summer.

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

Club hosts mini THON for Four Diamonds Fund
By: Alex Disabella

PAHS Senior

Don’t come expect-
ing to get a halupki,” 

Mr. Nathan Halenar, Key 
Club adviser and English 
teacher, said.
 One was not able to 
get a halupki at Pottsville 
Area High School’s first 
ever mini THON, but 
he was able to spend 
a Friday night dancing 
and participating in vari-
ous activities. All of the 
proceeds collected from 
the activities at this event 
went to support the Four 
Diamonds Fund.
 The Four Diamonds 
Fund is an organiza-
tion affiliated with Penn 
State that raises money 
for childhood cancer 
research. The foundation 
was started December 
21, 1972, after Christo-
pher Millard passed away 
at the age of 14 after a 
three-year long battle 

with cancer.
 PAHS hosted a small-
scale THON February 28. 
The event started at 2 
p.m. and ran until about 
10 p.m. It took place in 
the boys’ and girls’ gyms 
and the hallway that sur-
rounds both gyms. There 
were tables set up in the 
hallway with T-shirts and 
others with various food 
items for sale. There was 
a T-shirt design contest 
that occurred in late No-
vember that any student 
could have participated 
in; there were over 20 
entries. The winner of 
the T-shirt design contest 
was junior Ashley Smith.
 There were two speak-
ers at the event: PAHS 
graduate Lynn Brobst and 
sophomore Dana Urban. 
Urban spoke about her 
battles with leukemia.
 “I talked about how my 
treatments went and my 
journey and how much 
I went through,” Urban 

said. “I’m thankful every 
day to be living, and my 
favorite quote is, ‘What 
doesn’t kill you makes 
you stronger.’ It’s from 
Kelly Clarkson.”
 There was T-shirt deco-
rating, arts and crafts, 
basketball and volleyball 
tournaments and an open 
gym at one point.
 “[We raised] about 
$4,000 and overall, 
people seemed very 
enthused, and it will be 
something we work on to 
make better and better 
each year,” Mr. Halenar 
said.
 Four students from 
Penn State Schuylkill 
helped the day of the 
event by overseeing the 
dancing and making 
sure that the event ran 
smoothly. The four stu-
dents were 2014 PAHS 
graduate Benjamin Blake, 
2012 PAHS graduate Ma-
ria Naradko, 2013 PAHS 
graduate Alex Frantz and 

Blue Mountain graduate 
Winn Allen.
 “I help[ed] by staying in 
contact with [the club’s] 
advisers and keeping 
both organizations up to 
date about the events 
each host[ed],” Blake 
said.
 The club had a Sky-

ward alert message sent 
out to encourage people 
to purchase the emblems 
and the logos that were 
printed on T-shirts.
 “We were very, very 
impressed with what 
happened with THON 
and how things went,” 
Mr. Halenar said.          

Photo By BeCKy Staller

PLAY — February 28, PAHS hosted its first mini THON. The pep 
band and the cheerleaders performed a few songs between 
events. “We were excited about our turnout,” Mr. Halenar said. 
“We are taking feedback about how we can make it better.”
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Middle school and high school incorporate STEM projects
By: Brittany Blackman

PAHS Senior

STEM stands for 
science, technol-

ogy, engineering and 
math. This program has 
been infused into the 
middle school and the 
high school’s curriculum 
through after-school 
programs, and its goal is 
to bring out the skills that 
young students possess 
that could possibly help 
with real-world jobs. 
 According to stemco-
alition.org, the purpose 
of the program is to bring 
Congress’ and other 
government branches’ 
attention to the impor-
tance of STEM educa-
tion in order to keep the 
U.S. as the leader in 
economic and techno-
logical marketplace. The 
creators of the STEM 

project believe the way 
that students learn math, 
science, technology and 
engineering should be 
drastically improved in or-
der to maintain its status 
in the global marketplace. 
 This organization is a 
nonprofit organization. 
Over 500 businesses 
in America help raise 
awareness about the 
program’s importance to 
Congress. 
 D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School and Pottsville 
Area High School have 
taken part in these proj-
ects.
 In the middle school, 
the STEM project is part 
of the Schuylkill Achieve 
after-school program. Ev-
ery Wednesday, students 
involved in the project 
work with LittleBits 
modules. LittleBits works 
by meshing some type of 

power source, usually 
a battery, to input and 
output modules in order 
to see what outcome is 
produced. 
 “The best part is 
that it is all hands on, 
a proven way for great 
comprehension and 
retention. The students 
greatly enjoy these 
activities,” Mrs. Joann 
Weres, STEM adviser 
and Lengel physical 
education teacher, said. 
“Hopefully they will find 
enough passion here 
to pursue one of these 
fields as a career.”
 There are around 
600,000 different com-
binations of circuits the 
students could use to 
create different out-
comes and projects. In 
one project that the stu-
dents regarded as their 
favorite, a bubble flute 

was involved. Students 
attached circuits to a 
ruler and blew into a 
sound device, which 
caused vibrations from 
their voices to travel 
to the end of the ruler. 
This is what made the 
bubbles blow. 
 “The educational 
opportunities are end-
less. It allows the stu-
dents time to collabo-
rate and communicate 
with one another to 
make a final product,” 
Ms. Breanne Frand-
sen, STEM leader and 
English teacher at 
Lengel, said.
 At PAHS, Mr. Adrian 
Portland and a group 
of students participat-
ed in the STEM project 
as well. Students 
picked from a physics 
class were involved. 
Seniors Kelsey Amos, 

Derek Shuman and Ty 
Painter and junior Chris 
Pekarik participated. The 
students had to make 
a device to enter into a 
competition held at the 
Schuylkill Intermediate 
Unit where they compet-
ed against other schools. 
The students made a de-
vice that dissolved snow 
immediately. This device 
won the competition, and 
the students will move on 
to a bigger competition at 
the end of May. 
 The STEM program is 
slowly making students 
thrive in subjects crucial 
to progressing the U.S. 
and helping keep its title 
as the economic world 
leader. 
 “It was a fun and 
unique experience, I 
can’t wait to move on 
and compete,” Amos 
said. 

Junior drama member excels in Shakespeare competition
By: Paige Fellows

PAHS Junior

The stage is a strange 
place,” junior 

Arrianna Daniels said.
 February 16, Daniels 
attended a Shakespeare 
Competition held by the 
Central Pennsylvania 
Branch of the English 
Speaking Union at 
Carlisle High School in 
Carlisle, PA. Along with 
Daniels, junior Sara 
Leibel attended the com-
petition as an alternate 
competitor.
 At the competition, the 
girls had to perform a 
20-line monologue and a 
sonnet of their choice in 
front of three judges.  
After all competitors 
were finished performing, 
the judges announced 
awards, and Daniels was 
awarded first place. 

 “I loved watching so 
many interpretations at 
the competition,” Dan-
iels said. There was one 
judge at the competition 
that was so over the top. 
He put us in the mood 
and [let us know] that it 
was okay to be comfort-
able.”
 For winning the com-
petition, Daniels was 
awarded a Henry VIII 
audio file, and she moved 
on to the state competi-
tion, February 27, held at 
Lock Haven University in 
Lock Haven, PA.
 Daniels also won at 
this competition; she then 
moved onto the national 
competition April 26-28 at 
the Lincoln Center in New 
York City. 
 For winning the state 
competition, Daniels won 
a William Shakespeare 
book along with a free 

day in Washington, 
D.C., with Dr. Karen 
Blair, the director of the 
Central Pennsylvania 
Branch of the English 
Speaking Union. Daniels 
and Blair will visit the 
Shakespeare library and 
attend a dinner theater 
production.
 The national competi-
tion in New York City 
hosted 57 competitors 
from all over the United 
States, with at least one 
competitor from each 
state.
 At the national compe-
tition, competitors were 
required to perform a 
monologue and sonnet 
of their choice, along 
with a blind reading. 
 Competitors par-
ticipated in workshops 
throughout the three 
days in New York, and 
the winner of the compe-

tition won a two-week trip 
to London to participate 
in free acting classes. 
Daniels was a semi-final-
ist in the competition.
 “I was so excited,” 

Daniels said. “Theater 
people are not afraid 
to be insane. I [was] 
not concerned about 
winning; the experience 
alone will last a lifetime.”

Photo by becky Staller 
REHEARSE — Junior Arrianna Daniels, Drama Club member, 
rehearses for the National Shakespeare Competition in New York 
City April 26-28. Daniels spent three days at the competition 
where she competed against 56 other students from across the 
United States. “In the past, judges have included Sarah Jessica 
Parker and Gene Wilder, so I was freaking out,” Daniels said. 
“My biggest fear was the blind reading. Improv is not my forte.”



Wavelengths5MAY 2015

Students discover a new way to revolutionize recycling
By: Jackson Gunelson

PAHS Sophomore

Freshman Alexander 
Albertini and 

Gillingham Charter 
School student Yang 
Heppe have recently 
started a recycling 
program called PayDirt 
that will save money and 
the environment. As part 
of the Schuylkill County 
Young Entrepreneur 
Academy (YEA), students 
from local middle and 
high schools work 
together to start an 
independent business.
 The YEA program is 
used to help middle and 
high schoolers start out 
their own businesses. 
This is the first year that 
YEA has been held in 
Schuylkill County.
 Albertini and Heppe 
presented PayDirt to an 
investor panel that has 
businessmen and women 
from the county. The 

investors had $6,000 to 
split amongst the seven 
businesses competing. 
One of the businesses 
would claim The Saun-
der Scholar prize, which 
declared the winner.
 “We went to an investor 
panel to receive funding 
and got all the funding we 
needed,” Albertini said. 
“We are now operating 
this business and making 
the compost.”
 PayDirt’s ask amount 
for their panel was $400, 
but they received $1,300 
from the investors. It has 
also won The Saunder 
Scholar prize. May 7-9, 
Albertini and Heppe 
traveled to Rochester, 
New York, to compete 
at regionals. Two people 
will go from that event to 
Washington, D.C., where 
the national champion-
ship will take place.
 PayDirt plans to re-
place fertilizer, which can 
be potentially dangerous 

to the environment, with 
environmentally friendly 
compost. Fertilizer can 
be dangerous due to 
the chemicals added to 
improve the effect of the 
fertilizer. The chemicals 
can make the soil and 
water content very acidic 
and bad for life. 
 “Yang [and I have] al-
ways wanted to do some-
thing that can help save 
the environment,” Alber-
tini said. “What came to 
mind was how dangerous 
and acidic [fertilizer] was. 
We both made compost 
at our houses and knew 
that it was better than 
fertilizer, so we decided 
to [go with] that.”
 Compost, on the other 
hand, will not cause any 
detrimental effects to the 
environment and is made 
of completely natural 
ingredients. The compo-
sition of the compost is 
food scraps that people 
do not eat, but will greatly 

benefit the soil.  
 To gather the materi-
als necessary, Albertini 
and Heppe have gath-
ered food scraps from 
businesses, family and 
friends. From there, they 
are put into compost bins 
and will eventually break 

down into compost. They 
plan to distribute the 
compost at some point. 
 PayDirt now has a 
Facebook page called 
“PayDirt Compost” where 
patrons can stay up to 
date with how the busi-
ness is going.
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INTERVIEW — Alex Albertini and Yang Heppe give an interview 
to a representative of 105.5 FM about PayDirt. The YEA program 
held a trade show at the Fairlane Village Mall for the young 
entrepreneurs to present their businesses to the public, as 
well as for supervisors for the YEA program.

New teacher finds creative outlet for American Lit students
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Sophomore

Using a website called 
storyboardthat.com, 

Miss Meredith Coleman, 
first year English teacher, 
found an interactive 
way for her American 
Literature students to 
show their understanding 
of “The Raven” and “The 
Fall of the House of 
Usher,” works by Edgar 
Allan Poe.
 “After working with 
those [works], instead of 
taking a test, we did a 
project on it. My men-
tor Mrs. [Amy] Babcock 
recommended it to me. 
She told me we could do 
a 14-day trial,” Miss Cole-
man said.
 Using storyboardthat.
com, students were 
able to bring the story to 
life using a comic book 
format.
 “You can pick out 
characters, animals and 

backgrounds. There are 
characters from all differ-
ent places and histori-
cal backgrounds,” Miss 
Coleman said. “Because 
it was all online, I didn’t 
have to worry about hard 
copies. It is set up so 
that only the creator and 
I can view it.”
 Many students thought 
that they comprehended 
a lot more of the material 
when they actually saw it 
rather than just reading 
it.
 “[The project] helped 
a lot with understanding 
how the characters felt 
and understanding the 
whole story in general,” 
junior Emily Cook said. 
“It definitely made me 
more interested in Edgar 
Allan Poe.”
 Not all students to-
tally grasp a plot and can 
read between the lines 
just by reading a story 
in class. Most need to 
go over it in some other 

way. This is how websites 
like storyboardthat.com 
can be helpful.
 “It is sometimes hard to 
understand what Edgar 
Allan Poe is trying to 
say because he doesn’t 
speak or write in mod-
ern day [language], so 
[sometimes] I find myself 
getting bored with the 
story, but doing the proj-
ect helped to keep me 
focused and interested,” 
Cook said.
 Actually creating the 
characters and decid-
ing how they should 
look and feel at different 
parts in the story can be 
extremely beneficial and 
give the reader a better 
understanding of what he 
is learning.
 The interactive setup of 
storyboardthat.com really 
helped the students of 
Miss Coleman’s Ameri-
can Lit class grasp the 
material.
 “Seeing the story in 

the comic book setup 
helped me understand 
what I was reading more 
than I understand it after 
we read it over in class. I 

wish we could do projects 
like this for more stories 
instead of just taking 
tests on the material,” 
junior Zachary Cash said.

Photo by corey SchuSter

SHOW — Junior Hayes Krammes looks over his American 
Literature project, which he titled “Ra’barius the Hoodrat 
Raven.” Students in Miss Meredith Coleman’s American 
Literature class created storyboards online to show the plot of 
Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven” instead of taking a test on the 
material. “Doing this project was so much better than taking 
some test. I got a thorough understanding of the story in a way 
that I actually had fun doing,” Krammes said.
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a snow day to get some 
extra rehearsal time. 
Some actors got singing 
lessons to help with the 
vocals to prepare for the 
show.
 “We had a lot of 
rehearsal time this year, 
more than I can remem-
ber in my previous years 
in the club. Luckily, I had 
the opportunity to work 
with Sam Wood who 
helped me with my vo-
cals; I would have never 
found the confidence 
I needed without her,” 
senior Andrea Sanders 
(Eponine) said. “As open-
ing night came closer and 
closer, we started picking 
up more rehearsals 
–  Finally, my wonderful 
mom sang with me every 
night to help me become 
more connected with the 
character.”
 Other actors had differ-
ent approaches to their 

roles and revealed what 
they most related to in 
their character. 
 “Well, rereading the 
book was the obvious 
[first] step. I started tak-
ing vocal lessons to take 
care of the singing, and 
as far as the acting goes, 
the help from the direc-
tors went a long way. I 
kept a notebook of ideas 
on scenes or actions 
or just about anything, 
which I referred back to 
quite a bit,” junior Antho-
ny Wojciechowsky (Jean 
Valjean) said. “I can defi-
nitely relate to [Valjean’s] 
decision-making and the 
juggling what’s right and 
what’s wrong, and I think 
we all can. That’s what is 
so wonderful about the 
character; he is the most 
human and relatable 
character ever written 
because he is so far from 
perfect, and yet he can 
represent a vast majority 
of ideals we can strive 

towards.”
 The show was held 
March 20-22 in the high 
school auditorium and 
was the biggest the club’s 
ever performed.
 “It’s definitely the big-
gest thing we’ve ever 
done, but it was worth 
it. Like I’ve had shows 
where it’s been exhaust-
ing and I’ve been okay, 
but this was worth every 
single blood, sweat and 
tear,” Mrs. Babcock said.

Lengel Drama Club

After much talk over 
the years of starting 

a Drama Club at D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School, 
Mrs. Kim Rismiller and 
her daughter Morgan Ris-
miller, a theater major at 
Wilkes University, created 
the club.
 “Mrs. [Maria] Malek 
and I have been talking 

about it for several years, 
trying to start a program 
down there. She has little 
kids yet, so I talked to my 
daughter Morgan who’s 
studying theater, and we 
decided that we would try 
to start one together, and 
see what comes of it,” 
Mrs. Rismiller said.
 The club meets almost 
every Saturday after-
noon, and about 10 kids 
show up to each meeting.
 “We meet on Saturday 
afternoons for about two 
hours and just work on 
some basic acting skills, 
projection, enunciation, 
and they play some act-
ing games and improv 
and that type of thing,” 
Mrs. Rismiller said. 
 By the end of the year, 
Mrs. Rismiller hopes 
to host a show for the 
parents of the members 
and even open it up to 
the community. The show 
would consist of some 
skits or monologues, 

some songs and a dance 
number. 
 Some of the members 
even lent a helping hand 
to the high school’s 
production of Les 
Misèrables.
 “Some of the middle 
school students did come 
up and help with the 
musical. They helped 
decorate the lobby, and 
they painted signs for 
the lobby and they also 
came and worked as 
ushers,” Mrs. Rismiller 
said.
 As for next year, Mrs. 
Rismiller plans to play 
it by ear and see what 
happens.
 “We’ll continue the 
club [next year]. I’m not 
sure if we’ll be able to 
expand or do anything 
more, [but] we’re hoping 
that we’ll generate a 
little more interest and 
grow the program a little 
more,” Mrs. Rismiller 
said.

Drama Club performs popular Les Misèrables 
Cont. from page 1

A typical student usual-
ly spends 13 years of 

his life attending school, 
starting as young as five 
and graduating when 
he is 17 or 18. That is 
not the case for seniors 
Jenny Roshannon and 
Jake Guzick. 
 Jenny and Jake are 
both 21-year-old seniors 
involved with the Life 
Skills program, a pro-
gram that teaches young 
adults with learning dis-
abilities that helps them 
achieve tasks in their 
everyday lives. 
 Jenny was diagnosed 
with cerebral palsy at 
birth and has been in a 
wheelchair her whole life. 
According to mayoclinic.
org, “Cerebral palsy is a 
disorder of movement, 
muscle tone or posture 
that is caused by an 
insult to the immature, 

developing brain, most 
often before birth.”
 With a disease such as 
this, Jenny needs almost 
constant assistance.
 “She’s dependent 
totally on somebody,” Mr. 
Jeff Roshannon, Jenny’s 
father, said.
 Jenny is involved in 
many activities out-
side of school. She has 
been bowling for years 
and has been playing 
handicap baseball for 
nine years in Allentown. 
The league she plays in is 
called A Miracle League. 
Jenny also likes sports 
and music. She likes 
rock and modern music, 
but not country music. 
She participated in art, 
music and gym classes 
all throughout school and 
enjoyed them.
 After receiving her 
diploma, Jenny will be 
heading off to the Av-
enues in Pottsville.
 “It feels great [to know 

that Jenny will be receiv-
ing her diploma] – it’s 
a double edged sword; 
she’s going to miss it,” 
Mr. Roshannon said. 
“She’s been here since 
she was five. She’s 21. 
It’s a great accomplish-
ment that she’s going 
to have a diploma, but 
she is going to miss 
her classmates and her 
teachers.”
 Jake Guzick, also 
known as Coach Guzick, 
will also be graduating 
this year. Jake was diag-
nosed when he was 14 
months old with Williams 
Syndrome at the Hershey 
Medical Center.
 “Williams Syndrome is 
a genetic disorder that is 
marked by a deletion of 
the elastin gene on the 
seventh chromosome. 
Jake’s deletion is likely 
small since he is so high 
functioning and does not 
have the significant heart 
problems that others 

with the same diagnosis 
have,” Mrs. Lori Guzick, 
Jake’s mother, said. “It is 
estimated that the dele-
tion occurs in one out of 
every 10,000 births.”
 Besides being involved 
in the Life Skills program, 
Jake is an active member 
of the football, basketball 
and volleyball teams.
 “I am especially grate-
ful for Coach Keating, 
Coach [Chuck] Rinaldo, 
Coach [Charlie] Schuster, 
Coach [Tom] McGeoy, 
Coach [John] Toomey, 
Coach [Dave] Mullaney 
and Coach [Dan] Hede-
mann. They may never 
truly know the impact 
they have had on Jake’s 
life. They set the tone of 
tolerance, acceptance 
and respect all those 
years ago,” Mrs. Guzick 
said. “The players truly 
became Jake’s ‘broth-
ers.’ He never gave up 
on his teams, no matter 
what.”

 Jake enjoys Life Skills 
and coaching sports, 
but he also enjoys other 
activities as well.
 “Jake truly enjoys 
sports. He loves bas-
ketball and football. He 
loves Rotary baseball 
and was asked to throw 
out the first pitch at 
opening day,” Mrs. Guz-
ick said. 
 After graduation, 
Jake plans to attend the 
Career and Independent 
Living and Learning Pro-
gram at East Strouds-
burg University. He will 
continue to develop 
these life skills that will 
help him be more inde-
pendent.
 “Graduation day will 
be a bitter sweet day 
for us. If I could bottle 
up the last year and live 
it over and over again, 
I would,” Mrs. Guzick 
said. “We are incredibly 
proud of Jake and his 
many accomplishments.” 

Life Skills program assists students in school
By: Autumn Minnich 

PAHS Senior 
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After-school program hosts monthly family night
By: Brandon Daubert

PAHS Junior 

Michael Maley, D.H.H. 
Lengel principal, hosted a 
game of “Are You Smart-
er Than Your Student?” 
where families got to 
compete for prizes. Along 

with the entertainment 
of students and parents 
battling each other with 
knowledge, an ice cream 
sundae bar was set up 
close by.

chock, English teacher, 
and Miss Ashley Shap-
pell, learning support 
teacher, are the lead 
teachers of the after-
school program. They 
hosted a family night 
February 12 and had the 
chance to work with Ms. 
Stephanie Premich and 
her company, Mud and 
Maker. The creator of 
Mud and Maker traveled 
to D.H.H. Lengel with 
all of her materials and 
taught the kids how to 
make gnomes.
 Weeks later she re-
turned with the gnomes 
the children had made 
and gave them the op-
portunity to paint them. 
While all of the painting 
was going on, pizza, 
snacks and beverages 
were provided for the 
students and parents. 
 Ms. Premich was paid 

through the 21st Century 
After-School Program 
Grant which provides the 
school with money for 
student activities. One 
requirement of the grant 
is that there must be at 
least one family night a 
month.
 “The grant requires us 
to have one family night 
a month, and we have 
been trying to have differ-
ent family nights that the 
students would enjoy,” 
Miss Hranchock said.
 In March, the time 
came again to set up 
another after-school 
family activity. This time 
the Schuylkill Achieve set 
up a family game night 
during which Mrs. Susan 
West, Lengel guidance 
counselor, talked to the 
students about their up-
coming PSSA tests. 
 After the PSSA talk, Mr. 

There are many oppor-
tunities for students 

to socialize and actively 
engage each other at 
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School. The Schuylkill 
Achieve After-School 
Program, formerly known 
as the MAGIC Program, 
runs Monday –Thursday 
from 3-6 p.m. 
 The after-school pro-
gram gives students the 
opportunity to work on 
homework and study, like 
a homework club. 
 The Schuylkill Achieve 
Program also gives 
students the chance 
to experience physical 
activities and creative 
groups which include 
Character Counts, STEM, 
First in Math and others.
 Miss Katelynn Hran-

Photo By tayah Moore

Come to this new and 
exciting event! Great 

Bingo - over 40 door 
prizes!” This was the 
message on the Family 
Bingo Night flyers that 
hung around the three 
schools in the Pottsville 
Area School District. 
 April 28, John S. Clarke 
reading specialists held 
their second annual bingo 
night in the JSC cafeteria.
 “The bingo night went 
very well. We had a great 
turnout, and the students 
and families all seemed 
to have a fun time,” Mrs. 
Stacey McClusky, read-
ing specialist, said. “My 
favorite part about bingo 
was seeing the students 
interacting with their par-
ents and siblings.”
 Some of the prizes 
consisted of family fun 

activities, board and card 
games, Chinese auction 
tickets, summer back-
packs, crafts and more.
 In the summer back-
packs, there were several 
books and even a stylish 
pair of sunglasses for the 
summer sun.
 “This year’s bingo 
night was as exciting as 
last year. We had ap-
proximately 300 people in 
attendance,” Mrs. Patricia 
Markovich, reading spe-
cialist, said. “My favorite 
part of bingo night was 
watching the children’s 
faces as they proudly car-
ried their prizes back to 
show their parents.”
 Mrs. McClusky gave 
out information about the 
summer reading chal-
lenge, and there were 
educational handouts in 
the front of the cafeteria 
sorted by grade level for 
any parent who wanted to 

take one. 
 Mr. Daniel Moyer, re-
medial math teacher, and 
Mrs. Maria Larish, PSSA 
skills teacher, talked to 
parents about applica-
tions for phones, tablets 
and other electronic 
devices that will help 
students with outside of 
school learning. 
 There was also a paper 
with the names of the 
applications printed out 
for parents to take home 
with them.
 This event was open 
to JSC students, and all 
students had to be ac-
companied by an adult. 
The president of PTO 
was also there promot-
ing the Chinese auction 
held May 16. Each parent 
received one free chance 
to win a “big item” prize 
at the auction, and they 
were also able to buy ad-
ditional tickets in the back 

of the cafeteria.
  “Perhaps the best part 
of the evening was actu-
ally the next day when 
children proudly dis-
played the backpack they 

won,” Mrs. Markovich 
said. “Several children 
approached me to tell me 
how much fun they had. 
It made the efforts of all 
who helped worth it.”

CONCENTRATE — Fourth grader Gwen Biddle keeps her eyes 
on her bingo card during family bingo night. Winners of bingo 
received prizes such as a bookbag filled with items like books 
and sunglasses. There were also over 40 door prizes. “Bingo 
night was exiting because I won one of the door prizes - I got 
fuzzy dog headphones. My favorite part of bingo night was 
hanging out with my friends,” Biddle said.

Reading specialists hold second annual bingo night
By: Tayah Moore

PAHS Sophomore

PLAY — At a family game night held December 22, D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School students enjoy playing board games 
such as checkers, Connect 4, chess and more. “We have been 
trying to have different family nights that the students may 
enjoy,” Miss Hranchock, Lengel English teacher and Schuylkill 
Achieve adviser, said.

Photo Courtesy of Miss Katelynn hranChoCK
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PASD Calendar
May
11 — PAHS 
Publications Banquet 
6 p.m.
11-17 — National 
Children’s Book Week
12 — Middle School 
Band Concert 7 p.m.
14 — PAHS Associated 
Choirs Spring Concert 
7:30 p.m.
15 — PASD Art Show 
6-9 p.m.
19 — Fourth Grade 
Family Night at PAHS 
21 — PAHS Stage Band 
Concert 7:30 p.m.
26 — JSC Kindergarten 
Show

27 — Lengel 8th Grade 
Talent Show 7:00 p.m.
June 
2 — PAHS Honors 
Graduate Dinner 6 p.m.
5 — Last Day of School 
5 — Commencement 
Ceremony 7:30 p.m.
5 — Report Cards 
Distributed at JSC and 
Middle School; High 
School Report Cards 
Will be Mailed 
6 — SAT @ Pottsville
13 — ACT Testing 
August
31 — First Day of 
School

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
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